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JOINT STATEMENT

12th June, 2021; Colombo, Sri Lanka: Issuing a joint statement, the Marine Environment Protection
Authority (MEPA), together with Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA), National Aquatic Resources
Research and Development Agency (NARA) and Merchant Shipping Secretariat announced that the
government has initiated a multi-stakeholder approach to mitigate the potential risks of an environmental
disaster with assistance from local and foreign experts, following the fire on board of MV X-Press Pearl, a
feeder vessel with capacity of nearly 2756 TEUs operated by Singaporean X-Press Feeders.

Elaborating on the coordinated mechanism, Chairman of the Sri Lanka Ports Authority General (Rtd)
Daya Rathnayake said that the Port Authority has deployed its personnel to engage with the salvors and
experts in mitigating the environmental impact arising from the partially sunken ship which is currently
about 10 Nautical miles away from Colombo port. “We stand ready to assist the officials who are
involved in this joint effort, at every stage and step of this process. The SLPA has rendered its fullest
support and will continue to do all it can.” He also said that the government is grateful to the Indian Coast
Guard who arrived at the scene to support the joint effort.

Over 1000 MT of debris collected

The Marine Environment Protection Authority continuing its effort to save Sri Lanka’s coastline from the
MV X-Press Pearl incident has to date collected over 1,000 tons of debris including nurdles from ongoing
beach cleanup operations stretching close to 200 kilometres which are supported by Sri Lanka’s
tri-forces.

Over 1000 MT of debris which has been collected are presently securely stored in 44 containers in a
facility meant for storage of hazardous wastes.

On the instructions of Dr. Nalaka Godahewa MP, State Minister Urban Development, Coast Conservation,
Waste Disposal and Community Cleanliness, the Chairperson of MEPA, Attorney-at-law Dharshani
Lahandapura said, a detailed three stage approach which includes an accelerated clean-up,
environmentally responsible disposal and lastly restoration as well as claims and damages was formulated
by the relevant authorities.

Elaborating further she detailed that a team of local and foreign experts including International Tanker
Owners Pollution Federation (ITOPF), Oil spill Response Limited (OSRL), and Academia from various



universities such as Moratuwa, Jayawardanapura, Ruhuna and Kelaniya, and officials from various
government agencies such as NARA, NBRO, Departmetnt of Wild life, Department of Fisheries, SL
Tourism Development Authority are conducting comprehensive damage assessments of the heavily
impacted areas will  advise the future course of action.

Disposal in an environmentally friendly manner

The Chairperson of MEPA further said her organization is also working closely with the Central
Environment Authority (CEA) on the disposal of the nurdles and debris that has been collected thus far.

“The implications from this disaster have been manifold. But at the same time we need to ensure that the
disposal of this waste is completed responsibly in an environmentally friendly manner. We are at present
awaiting Attorney General’s advice, we may also collaborate with private companies for the disposal of
waste in a human and environmentally safe manner,” said Chairman of the CEA, S.Amarasinghe. Once
that step of the process is finalized, MEPA said they would move on to the third phase of restoration
efforts.

Investigations continue

In addition to this, the Criminal Investigation Division on behalf of MEPA has already initiated criminal
investigation into the matter while the Attorney General’s Department is expected to take legal actions.

Wreck Removal options to be explored

Meanwhile, Director General of the Merchant Shipping Secretariat Ajith Seneviratne said that all
stakeholders had met with the Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa who advised that legal proceedings be
conducted through the Attorney General’s Department.

Accordingly, the parent company of the containership along with the P&I Club are in the process of
bringing an end to the agreement which was entered into with Salvors as their duty is now completed.

Upon closure of the said agreement, the owners of this ship with P&I Club will seek a caretaker crew
who would watch over the ship. A wreck removal process will be rolled out by the parent company of the
ship who would solicit assistance from international experts to refloat the ship and tow it to deeper seas.
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